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TITo/MAITA

LEND ME A TENOR

Hebosdstorthalodroons)
(MAX disappears into the kitchenette as TITO enlers the

bedroom. MARIA is lying on the bed, on her stomach, still
reading Vogue. )

TITO. Ciao.
MARIA. Ciao.

(She ignores him. TITO looks at her.)

TITO. Eh. Bellezza. I'm a-sorry. Okay?

MARIA. Phh.

TITO. I get a-tense. It’s too much. It’s a-my fault.

MARIA. Yeah.

TITO. Hey. Listen. We take a vacation. Soon. (e sits on the
bed) Greece, eh? We get a boat. We sail a-the islands.
Sleep all day. On the sand. (he’s rubbing her backside)
Just a-two, eh. Like a-the old days. Clams. Big lobster.
Suck a-the claws.

MARIA. (warming considerably) Tito...

TITO. Bellezza.



LEND ME A TENOR

(They get intimate. She’s kissing his neck.)

MARIA. Close a-door.

TITO. Huh?

MARIA. Close a-door.

TITO. Now?

MARIA. Close.

TITO. Maria. I got a stomach. No joke.

MARIA. I make a-you better. Fix you up.

TITO. No. Hey. Not now, okay? I — I can’t do it!

(She stops, angry.)
MARIA. Pig!
TITO. Maria!
MARIA. You got a girl.
TITO. I got nobody.
MARIA. You got a girl! So done lie!
TITO. Maria -
MARIA. Three weeks — nothing! Not once, eh?
TITO. I'm sorry. I get a-tense. I — I got a stomach!

MARIA. I wanna be a nun, I'll join a-the church! At least
sometimes I have a-some fun. I sing a-hymns. Pluck
a-chickens!

TITO. She’s crazy. My wife, she’s a-crazy.

MARIA. Oh sure, I'm a-crazy. I hate a-trains, I'm a-crazy. I
hate hotels. I'm a-crazy. I got a-empty bed, and I'm
a-crazy!

TITO. Maria, I’m a sick a-man!

MARIA. SO TAKE A-YOU PILLS!

TITO. (angry) Fine. Okay. I take a-pills! (He goes to the vanity
case and takes out his bottle of pills.) You wanna pills, I
take a-pills. Look! Hey! Two pills. No. Four pills!

MARIA. Two!

TITO. Four!!

MARIA. Oh!

TITO. Okay? Happy?
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(He puts the bottle on the bedside table.)

MARIA. Phh!
TITO. I take a-pills, I got a happy wife. Happy marriage!

(He pulls a bottle of Chianti from the vanity case.)

MARIA. Now you gonna be sick.

TITO. So what? My girl in the closet, she’s not gonna care.
MARIA. Pig!

TITO. SHUT UP!

MARIA. SHUT UP A-YOUSELF!

(MARIA slams inlo the bathroom. TITO slams into the
sitting room. )

gtflinks for a moment, then
adds a few more for good



